
 

Backblocks  

Music 

 
It was hoped that a catchy but obscure name like Backblocks could do for 
Australian folk music what Bluegrass did for American folk. 

 
Tunes arranged by David Johnson, Bob Bolton and Anne Pidcock 1984 - 
1993 

 
Backblocks Aims 

To study and promote Australian traditional music and styles of playing. 
 

To play (practise and perform) traditional Australian music on historically 
appropriate instruments in a style sympathetic to  its social history. 
 

To encourage other performers to play the music by joining in on practice 
nights, listening to live and recorded performances. 
 

To encourage skills o f  aural transfer of music style and tunes. 
 

To locate and sympathetically arrange hitherto unplayed source material 
and balance the over-reliance by contemporary bush bands on published 
tunes from related, but foreign, traditions. 
 

To present this material as a performing group with the traditional 
emphasis on firm rhythmic music for social dancing. 
 

To establish a library of taped performances from archive collections as 
well as appropriate contemporary sources; to enable interested performers 
to hear and emulate the sound and nuances of traditional artists. 
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